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*** 

Bible passages examined: 
 

John 17:11; 22-23 

Matthew 12:22-25 

Matthew 6:10 

I Peter 3:8-9 

I Corinthians 1:10-17; 31; 3:1-11 

 

 
*** 
 
Questions discussed: 
 

● What is God’s vision for unity expressed by Jesus and the apostles? (foundation is 
God’s oneness and the central message of Jesus) 

● Is unity possible? (Why or why not?) 
● What themes do you see about unity in the I Corinthians passage? 

 

*** 

Thoughts and ideas shared after reading the passages above: 

● What is God’s vision for unity expressed by Jesus and the apostles? (foundation is 
God’s oneness and the central message of Jesus) 

○ Unity is important to God. 
○ Unity is consistently taught in the New Testament. 
○ Unity is a present reality but not yet perfect. 
○ Unity is NECESSARY for accomplishing the Great Commission. 
○ Disunity is a constant threat. 
○ Jesus and the apostles were horrified by (but not surprised by) disunity. 
○ Unity is God-originated. 
○ Diverse functions in the body of Christ are natural and good, reflecting God’s 

diverse nature and creativity. 
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● Is unity possible? (Why or why not?) 
○ YES (possible and preferred, though very hard) 
○ Build unity around Christ, the foundation for all spiritual truth 

■ I Corinthians 15:1-3 
■ Paul’s clear teaching in I Corinthians 1-3 is that Christ is the 

cornerstone and that the power of the cross of Christ is the only 
unifying power that is able to overcome all other barriers to disunity. 

○ One way of thinking about unity is “first order” truths about the power and 
identity of Jesus Christ (foundational to being followers of Jesus) are all that 
are required for true unity, and “second order” and “third order” truths 
(ideas and doctrines that are not central to being followers of Jesus but are 
outworkings of Bible passages and application to needs and situations we 
encounter in our living and ministry) are not required for true unity. This is 
the view that Dr. Al Mohler has offered.  1

○ Wim suggested that there is an alternative way of thinking about unity, 
which he will discuss on 8/20/19. 

○ Suffering and persecution catalyze unity. 
● What themes do you see about unity in the I Corinthians passage? 

○ The reality of spiritual warfare 
○ Disunity is driven by fleshly desire 
○ Humility of mind (I Peter 3:8-9) enables unity. 
○ Christian unity is driven by emphasizing the personality of Jesus Christ and 

not any other human personality. 

 

1 https://albertmohler.com/2005/07/12/a-call-for-theological-triage-and-christian-maturity/ 
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