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Bible passages examined: 
 

● Philippians 3:15-16  
● Ephesians 5:15-21 
● Psalm 25:4-9 
● Hebrews 1:1-4 
● Romans 12:2-3 
● John 16:13  

● John  14:1-7 
● Colossians 3:12-17 
● I Peter 4:8 
● 2 Corinthians 3:16-18 
● I Peter 5:5 

 
*** 
 
Thoughts and ideas shared after reading the passages above: 

 
● So what? How is this discussion about unity relevant for missions and making 

disciples? 
○ On the front lines of missions, denominations tend to converge; we need a 

framework to use to think about how to interact and whether to partner 
closely with others in our work. 

○ In missions, we will encounter people that rub us the wrong way and we will 
be deeply tempted to give in to feelings of bitterness and disagreement. We 
need a new framework to keep followers of Jesus unified.  

● Review (participant led) Unity #1 
○ God’s heart for unity based on the oneness of God 
○ Jesus’ prayer for unity  
○ Thy kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven  
○ Foundation for unity is Jesus and the cross 

● Searching for truth 
○ Historical ways of categorizing truth and convictions: 

■ Al Mohler’s 3-fold way of looking at truth (first order, second order, 
third order)  1

■ essentials vs. non-essentials 
■ closed-fisted vs. open-fisted truths  

○ Benefits of this way of thinking: 
■ Offers a clear framework 
■ Convenient   

1 https://albertmohler.com/2005/07/12/a-call-for-theological-triage-and-christian-maturity/ 
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● Searching for truth (continued) 

○ Limitations of this way of thinking: 
■ Does not promote total unity 
■ Obscures the concept of absolute truth  

○ Where does truth come from?  
■ Does it come from conviction? Understanding? Feeling? 

○ Are there levels of truth? Some things are absolutely true and other things 
are not absolutely true?  

○ A different way of thinking: 
■ God is the source and foundation of all truth. 
■ He has not revealed all truth. 
■ He has revealed His truth most clearly through His Son. 
■ He opens eyes to the truth. 
■ He reveals the truth differently to different people and allows each 

person to see certain elements of the truth and to remain blind to 
other elements of the truth. 

■ Always justify all arguments from the Bible first and from other 
sources (logic, practicality, desire, love, etc.) second. 

■ Keep in mind that there is a heretic inside each person. 
■ In order to see most fully and clearly, humility and mutual submission 

are required.  
■ When we clothe ourselves in humility and put away bitterness, God 

leads us in the truth. It becomes easy to defer and submit. The Spirit of 
God fills us with power and courage to walk in our gifts and to help 
others to see us when we are walking in our gifts.  

■ Spending time with each other enables us to love each other well, 
makes it easy to submit and defer, and makes it hard to disagree. 

■ We are influenced by our desires and our emotions much more than 
we realize. A passionate sermon by someone we love and trust may 
have convinced us of the truth of something not because the argument 
was Biblical but because the sermon was given passionately by 
someone we love and trust.  

■ Remember: God cares about the truth a thousand times more than we 
do; we can trust Him and His Spirit inside our brothers and sisters.  
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● The Unity Principle: If two followers of Jesus are presented with a decision to make 
that involves two or more options, each should carefully assess whether choosing any 
of the options would require direct disobedience to explicit teaching of the Bible that 
has been upheld in the New Testament. Such options should not be chosen. All 
remaining options should be chosen by considering the interests of the other as more 
significant than one’s own interests, as Paul exhorted in Philippians 2:3-4. 

○ Is unity an explicit command in the Bible? YES!  
○ Example of Wim + Libby baptizing our child (infant baptism is not explicitly 

required or explicitly forbidden in the Bible; therefore one must choose unity 
over one’s baptism preference; many other examples could be given) 

● Why did God allow ambiguity in some truths such as baptism?  
○ In order for us to experience the cost of disunity and the benefits of unity! 
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