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Bible passages examined: 
 

● Matthew 18:21-22 (forgiveness) 
● Matthew 5:43-45 (love and pray 

for enemies) 
● Romans 12:9-21 (overcome evil 

with good) 
● Isaiah 53:7 (led like a lamb to 

slaughter, not opening mouth) 

 

● Leviticus 19:17-18 (reason frankly 
with one another, holding no 
grudges) 

● Proverbs 19:11 (it is a glory to 
overlook offense) 

● James 1:19-20 (be quick to hear 
and slow to speak) 

*** 
 
Thoughts and ideas shared after reading the passages above: 

 
● Review Unity Week 1: 

○ Oneness of God; Christ as foundation for unity 
● Review Unity Week 2: 

○ Necessity of a vision for unity in missions 
○ Existence of absolute truth; difficulty of coming to agreement  
○ Differences in seeing; prevalence of blind spots; necessity of humility 
○ Unity Principle: Emphasize explicit teaching of the New Testament as a guide 

for decision-making and conflict resolution 
● Review Unity Week 3: 

○ Beauty in diversity in the body of Christ 
○ Love overcomes barriers 
○ Love in truth and action toward one another authenticates our unity (John 

13:34-35) 
● Overcoming barriers to unity 

○ Overlooking offense 
○ Unconditional forgiveness; forgiveness removes any reason to be separate 

from someone. It wipes out the past. It enables forgetfulness.  
○ Wim’s story of conflict  

■ Jesus was led like a lamb to the slaughter and opened not His mouth. 
■ You don’t have to defend or justify yourself; God is your Defender and 

Justifier.  
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● Overcoming barriers to unity (continued) 
○ When we experience pain and conflict, we must go down into our hearts and 

die the necessary deaths with / after Jesus, who has justified us and 
guaranteed our healing with His blood, before we engage with others.  

○ We must continually ask ourselves: Is Jesus enough for me? 
○ Helpful resource: The Peacemaker by Ken Sande 
○ Let the imbalances in relationships caused by unconditional love remain. 

Don’t seek to balance the scales! Owe one another a debt of love. Outdo one 
another in showing honor! 

○ Release and surrender the “right to be right.” 
○ Father forgive them, for they know not what they do. 
○ Die the deaths God asks you to die willingly. 
○ When I die / surrender / let go, will I be richer or poorer? Richer! To die is 

gain! 
○ Submission is a safe place. 
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